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Introduction

You are a new student in the 6th grade at Beecher Prep School.  Auggie Pullman walks up to welcome you to school.  You are frightened by his appearance and jump back.  You are embarrassed that you acted that way, especially after you spend some time with Auggie and find out how great a kid he is.  You go home that day determined to learn about what Auggie’s gone through and to help others handle themselves better when encountering situations like this.  
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The Task 

In your determination to learn about what Auggie’s gone through and to help others handle themselves better, you will learn about craniofacial abnormalities.  You will also learn about etiquette when meeting people with physical differences.  You will take what you’ve learned and write a chapter to go in Wonder from your own perspective, describing the first time you met Auggie.  To help others learn to use good manners and kindness, you will be designing and creating a PSA (public service announcement commercial) with information on how to respond to people with physical differences.
You will be working with a partner of your choice.  Name one person “partner A” and one person “partner B.”  For each task, a role will be assigned to each partner.  Please read the overview of the tasks and the rubric that will be used for evaluation before beginning the project.
In this WebQuest your tasks will be:

1. Read about R.J. Palacio’s inspiration for writing Wonder.  Answer provided questions about what you learned.
2. Read about craniofacial abnormalities, including cleft palate and Treacher-Collins syndrome, on the provided websites.  Describe what you learned from the websites.

3. Read about etiquette when meeting people with disabilities.  Describe basic etiquette guidelines.
4. Write a chapter for Wonder from your perspective describing the day you started 6th grade at Beecher Prep and met Auggie.

5. Using iMovie, design and create a PSA about accepting people with physical differences.  Fill out a social justice form about your PSA.
If at any point you encounter words you don’t understand, go to www.dictionary.com for definitions.
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The Process 

Task #1 – Learn about what inspired the novel Wonder.
1. Listen to R.J. Palachio’s interview about what inspired her to write Wonder.  
http://www.npr.org/2012/03/22/149082674/wonder-what-its-like-to-have-kids-stare-at-you  
2. Read about the process Palachio used to write Wonder and the physical disabilities she imagined that Auggie to have.
http://rjpalacio.com/faqs.html


3. Answer the questions about the interview and the writing process.  Partner A, type your answers into the Microsoft Word document provided here.  


4. Discuss how the information you have learned can help you write your chapter in task #4.  Add any information you’d like to remember to your Word document before you save it.
Task #2 – Learn about craniofacial abnormalities.
1. R. J. Palachio imagined that Auggie had a combination of a cleft palate and Treacher-Collins syndrome (along with other medical problems).  Read about those conditions in the websites below.  
http://www.ccakids.com/assets/syndromebk_treacher-collins.pdf
http://www.lpch.org/DiseaseHealthInfo/HealthLibrary/craniofacial/cfaover.html
http://www.operationsmile.org/about_us/who-we-are/ - on this website, make sure you click on the links labeled What We Do, Mission, Key Differentiators, Cleft Lip and Cleft Palate FAQ, and History.
2. Partner B, type the information you learned into the Microsoft Word document found here.  


3. Discuss how the information you learned can help you write your chapter in Task #4.

Task # 3 - Learn about etiquette (how to behave politely) when meeting people with disabilities. 
1. Read about etiquette when you meet a person with disabilities. http://www.crinet.org/education/Independent%20Living/Etiquette

2. On this webpage, open up and read each link between “introduction” and “terminology tips” and then scroll down and read about “people who look different.”  http://www.unitedspinal.org/disability-etiquette/

3. Open up the Microsoft Word document found here.  Partner A, type your basic guidelines for meeting people with disabilities.  Discuss what you learned about etiquette and how it can help you in creating your PSA in Task #5.  
Task #4 – Write a chapter to go in Wonder.
1. Wonder is a book told from many different characters’ perspectives.  Choose either partner A or B to have the chapter titled after themselves (as all the chapters in the book are named after the narrator).  


2. The partner whose name is not being used is the typist.  Use Microsoft Word to create a new document and write a chapter from your perspective.  The chapter should describe the scene set up in the introduction to the WebQuest.  


3. The chapter can also include how you got to know Auggie, how you decided to learn more about his disabilities, or any other creative aspect you’d like to add.  Make sure you use a font that large and clear enough to be read easily.  


4. When you’re done with the chapter, save it in your class folder with both of your names and the word “chapter” as you’ve done with the other documents.
Task # 5 – Create a PSA using iMovie
1. Think  back over and discuss everything you’ve learned during this WebQuest – the information you’ve learned about how the novel was created, the information you’ve learned about craniofacial abnormalities, and how to use manners when meeting someone with disabilities.

2. Brainstorm an idea for a PSA (public service announcement commercial) that would help people be more prepared for an encounter like you had on your first day of 6th grade at Beecher Prep School.  


3. Use Microsoft Word to create a story board using the template attached here.  Partner B, use the blocks to fill in the dialogue and action in your commercial.  Be sure to think about props that will be needed.   List them on your paper.  When your story board is complete, save it in your class folder with both partners’ names and the words “Story Board.”

4. Get an iPad and use iMovie to film your commercial.  You can use a template or start from scratch.  When finished, name your iMovie with the title of your PSA.  Check with your teacher about when iMovies need to be finished for sharing with classmates.


5. Partner A, print out the social justice form found here.  Partner B, handwrite in the answers to the questions that you decide on together.  Give the completed form to your teacher.
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Resources
www.dictionary.com 

iPad – use iMovie
desktop or laptop computer – Microsoft Word

Social Justice Form – Word Document
Palachio Interview Questions – Word Document
Craniofacial Abnormalities – Word Document

Etiquette – Word Document 

Story Board Template – Word Document
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Evaluation 
Both partners will receive the same grade on this group project.  It will count as a test grade in both literature and religion.
	 
	Unacceptable
1
	Average
2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Learn about the process of writing Wonder.
 
	The “Palachio Interview Questions” document is missing from the class folder. 
	The “Palachio Interview Questions” document is missing answers to some questions.  
	The “Palachio Interview Questions” document has most to all questions answered, but there are many errors and/or questions are not answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	The “Palachio Interview Questions” document has all questions answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	 

	Learn about craniofacial abnormalities.
 

 
	The “Craniofacial Abnormalities” document is missing from the class folder.
	The “Craniofacial Abnormalities” document is missing answers to some questions.
	The “Craniofacial Abnormalities” document has most to all questions answered, but there are many errors and/or questions are not answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	The “Craniofacial Abnormalities” document has all questions answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	 

	Learn about etiquette when meeting people with disabilities.

 

 
	The “Etiquette” document is missing from the class folder.
	The “Etiquette” document is missing answers to some questions.
	The “Etiquette” document has most to all questions answered, but there are many errors and/or questions are not answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	The “Etiquette” document has all questions answered thoroughly and thoughtfully.
	 

	 

Write a chapter to go in Wonder.
 
	The Wonder chapter is missing from the class folder.
	The Wonder chapter is written poorly with many mistakes in GUMS (grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling) and/or does not follow directions given.
	The Wonder chapter is written with some mistakes in GUMS but is overall well written.  
	The Wonder chapter is written with few mistakes and is overall well written.  The tone of the chapter fits well with the novel.  Mr. Browne’s precept is included and fits in well.
	 

	Create a PSA in iMovie
	The PSA is not completed.
	The PSA is hard to hear or see.  It does not address etiquette.
	The PSA is easy to hear and see.  It generally addresses the goal of etiquette.
	The PSA is of high quality and addresses well the goal of informing others on how to engage socially with people with disabilities.
	 

	Final Score
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Conclusion 
In learning about the background to the novel Wonder, placing yourself inside the novel, and creating your PSA, hopefully you have discovered ways to overcome prejudice and fear in yourself and in others.  
You have increased your technology skills by using Microsoft Word and iMovie.  

In the future, as you encounter someone different from yourself, the hope is that you can look back on this project before reacting in a way that will hurt someone.  Remember Mr. Browne’s October Precept, "Your deeds are your monuments."—Inscription on an Egyptian tomb
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